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Bengaluru: International Connectivity 

City Airlines Duration

Abu Dhabi Etihad Airways 4hr 00min

Bangkok Thai Airways 3hr 55min

Colombo Sri Lankan Airways 1hr 25min

Doha Qatar Airways 4hr 05min

Dubai Emirates 3hr 40min

Frankfurt Lufthansa 8hr 30min

Hong Kong Dragon Air 5hr 50min

Jeddah Saudi Arabian Airlines 7hr 40min

Kuala Lumpur Malaysia Airlines/ Air Asia 4hr 00min

London British Airways 9hr 30min

Maldives Air India 2hr 10min

Mauritius Air Mauritius 5hr 50min

Muscat Oman Air 3hr 40min

Paris Air France 9hr 20min

Riyadh Saudi Arabian Airlines 5hr 05min

Sharjah Air Arabia 3hr 35min

Singapore Singapore Airlines/ Tiger Airways/ Silk Air 4hr 15min

Kanakagiri 

Unchalli
Falls

KEMPEGOWDA
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (BENGALURU)
KEMPEGOWDA
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (BENGALURU)

Kali
Adventure Camp

Old Magazine House

Bhimgad
Adventure Camp

Blackbuck
Resort

Devbagh Beach Resort

Om Beach Resort

River
Tern Lodge

Phalguni
River Lodge

Dubare
Elephant

Camp

Kabini River Lodge

Bandipur Safari Lodge

Galibore Nature Camp
Bheemeshwari Adventure

and Nature Camp

To Calicut

ArasaluArasalu

Kalaburagi 

BENGALURU

Mysuru

Mangaluru

Ballari 
Hubballi

Shivamogga 

Belagavi

Vijayapura

Hampi Heritage &
Wilderness Resort

Sharavathi
Adventure Camp

Badami

Bagalkote

Ballari

Belagavi

Belur

Bengaluru

Bhadravathi

Bidar

Chamarajanagara

Chikkamagaluru 

Chitradurga

Dandeli

Davanagere

Dharwad

Gadag

Hassan

Haveri

Hosadurga

Hosapete

Kalaburagi 

Karwar

Kolar

Koppal

Madikeri

Mandya

Mangaluru

Mysuru

Raichur

Shivamogga

Sringeri

Tumakuru

Udupi

Vijayapura

Ba
da

m
i

Ba
ga

lk
ot

e

Ba
lla

ri

Be
la

ga
vi

Be
lu

r

Be
ng

al
ur

u

Bh
ad

ra
va

th
i

Bi
da

r

Ch
am

ar
aj

an
ag

ar
a

Ch
ik

ka
m

ag
al

ur
u 

Ch
itr

ad
ur

ga

Da
nd

el
i

Da
va

na
ge

re

Dh
ar

w
ad

Ga
da

g

Ha
ss

an

Ha
ve

ri

Ho
sa

du
rg

a

Ho
sa

pe
te

Ka
la

bu
ra

gi
 

Ka
rw

ar

Ko
la

r

Ko
pp

al

M
ad

ik
er

i

M
an

dy
a

M
an

ga
lu

ru

M
ys

ur
u

Ra
ic

hu
r

Sh
iv

am
og

ga

Sr
in

ge
ri

Tu
m

ak
ur

u

Ud
up

i

Vi
ja

ya
pu

ra

 0 36 190 154 430 497 331 372 556 425 295 157 252 101 70 455 176 342 127 259 270 575 73 548 476 459 557 212 312 376 380 405 119

 36 0 219 140 444 476 345 346 581 439 276 176 267 119 116 461 190 356 160 232 284 532 107 573 504 473 537 207 326 395 408 419 84

 190 219 0 316 302 306 234 415 412 312 136 284 195 237 155 292 267 190 63 302 455 314 121 404 335 477 367 168 239 330 239 423 266

 154 140 316 0 425 507 326 475 612 420 305 86 247 77 162 455 171 337 254 362 179 570 212 604 535 440 568 345 307 375 439 385 217

 430 444 302 425 0 221 102 897 242 59 174 380 201 348 350 39 253 112 303 596 370 284 352 123 145 154 155 452 122 100 188 180 498

 497 476 306 507 221 0 264 690 171 277 204 462 262 430 432 183 334 208 328 635 522 66 378 254 132 352 150 426 311 329 70 403 523

 331 345 234 326 102 264 0 623 303 113 101 281 111 249 251 132 153 73 217 510 271 327 266 234 205 205 225 397 23 99 188 197 412

 372 346 415 475 897 690 623 0 876 717 638 512 527 456 428 861 527 684 415 113 621 694 366 942 834 798 842 249 604 703 675 699 280

 556 581 412 612 242 171 303 876 0 298 306 565 365 532 493 204 437 278 431 804 625 246 480 206 126 343 88 595 324 350 174 394 626

 425 439 312 420 59 277 113 717 298 0 183 375 205 343 345 95 248 122 311 574 345 306 330 148 157 151 177 429 97 86 171 172 476

 295 276 136 305 174 204 101 638 306 183 0 260 60 228 230 189 132 65 129 451 320 267 178 301 232 343 264 303 107 197 136 289 323

 157 176 284 86 380 462 281 512 565 375 260 0 207 57 133 415 131 296 224 400 106 530 208 476 495 343 527 357 267 303 399 289 252

 252 267 195 247 201 262 111 527 365 205 60 207 0 170 172 206 75 92 121 443 262 326 170 359 291 285 232 300 92 190 194 231 315

 101 119 237 77 348 430 249 456 532 343 228 57 170 0 83 374 95 260 175 343 174 494 151 528 459 363 491 300 231 330 363 309 195

 70 116 155 162 350 432 251 428 493 345 230 133 172 83 0 373 89 255 93 332 225 452 90 476 454 403 449 238 226 324 357 359 188

 455 461 292 455 39 183 132 861 204 95 189 415 206 374 373 0 283 117 314 593 400 246 363 103 107 171 119 441 152 146 150 223 509

 176 190 267 171 253 334 153 527 437 248 132 131 75 95 89 283 0 158 168 438 207 391 203 379 356 286 388 347 128 202 260 245 289

 342 356 190 337 112 208 73 684 278 122 65 296 92 260 255 117 158 0 194 487 342 271 243 219 177 241 209 339 94 171 140 230 389

 127 160 63 254 303 328 217 415 431 311 129 224 121 175 93 314 168 194 0 302 317 376 58 425 357 391 389 173 198 297 260 337 203

 259 232 302 362 596 635 510 113 804 574 451 400 443 343 332 593 438 487 302 0 506 679 652 705 746 684 790 172 490 589 553 629 165

 270 284 455 179 370 522 271 621 625 345 320 106 262 174 225 400 207 342 317 506 0 364 316 405 553 272 584 457 248 270 456 218 364

 575 532 314 570 284 66 327 694 246 306 267 530 326 494 452 246 391 271 376 679 364 0 432 328 220 415 228 433 375 392 134 467 578

 73 107 121 212 352 378 266 366 480 330 178 208 170 151 90 363 203 243 58 652 316 432 0 478 409 444 441 171 250 349 313 390 154

 548 573 404 604 123 254 234 942 206 148 301 476 359 528 476 103 379 219 425 705 405 328 478 0 153 138 118 553 255 207 231 189 620

 476 504 335 535 145 132 205 834 126 157 232 495 291 459 454 107 356 177 357 746 553 220 409 153 0 276 49 486 226 253 123 327 552

 459 473 477 440 154 352 205 798 343 151 343 343 285 363 403 171 286 241 391 684 272 415 444 168 276 0 255 556 191 109 318 56 553

 557 537 367 568 155 150 225 842 88 177 264 527 232 491 449 119 388 209 389 790 584 228 441 118 49 255 0 517 245 263 155 306 583

 212 207 168 345 452 426 397 249 595 429 303 357 300 300 238 441 347 339 173 172 457 433 171 553 486 556 517 0 378 476 389 517 228

 312 326 239 307 122 311 23 604 324 97 107 267 92 231 226 152 128 94 198 490 248 375 250 255 226 191 245 378 0 97 243 152 393

 376 395 330 375 100 329 99 703 350 86 197 303 190 330 324 146 202 171 297 589 270 392 349 207 253 109 263 476 97 0 257 88 492

 380 408 239 439 188 70 188 675 174 171 136 399 194 363 357 150 260 140 260 553 456 134 313 231 123 318 155 389 243 257 0 369 455

 405 419 423 385 180 403 197 699 394 172 289 289 231 309 359 223 245 230 337 629 218 467 390 189 327 56 306 517 152 88 369 0 499

 119 84 266 217 498 523 412 280 626 476 323 252 315 195 188 509 289 389 203 165 364 578 154 620 552 553 583 228 393 492 455 499 0

Chikkamagaluru

Buddhist Monument



Urban Trails
Indulge in the cityscapes of Karnataka

Bandipur National Park (G17)
This was once the private hunting ground of the 
Mysuru Maharaja. Elephants, tigers and other 
rare wildlife have made this sanctuary their 
playground. Catch them in the picturesque 
backdrop of the enchanting Nilgiris and its mist 
covered peaks. It is one of the best game 
sanctuaries in India to observe and photograph 
wildlife in close proximity. 

Bhadra Wildlife Sanctuary (E12)
It is a great place to catch a glimpse of the 
ferocious Indian tiger, observe the Indian bison, 
hear the chilling calls of the striped hyena and 
see the rare flying lizard glide amidst huge trees. 
The southern part of the sanctuary is rich in 
birds, butterflies and reptiles. More than 250 
species of birds can be spotted here.

Rajiv Gandhi National Park 
(Nagarahole) (F16)
Explore the environs of Nagarahole, which 
means 'Snake River' in Kannada. The park 
derives its name from the winding course of the 
River Kabini that flows through the forests. 
Nagarahole has an astonishing abundance of 
wildlife, especially the Asiatic elephant. The 

backdrop of the distant misty blue Brahmagiri 
Mountains, the natural sounds of the jungle, the 
gurgling of streams and rivers make your visit a 
memorable experience.

Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary (G16)
River Cauvery, near Mysuru, meanders around a 
string of tiny islets to form a splendid nesting site 
for waterfowl. Experience the excitement of a 
boat ride that takes you close to birds as well as 
crocodiles. Also spot flying foxes hanging from 
the highest branches.

BRT Wildlife Sanctuary (I17)
Discover a unique blend of a hill resort and 
wildlife sanctuary. Don't miss the coffee estates, 
tribal hamlets and the Vivekananda Girijana 
Kalyana Kendra, which displays preserved tribal 
information and the biodiversity of the region. 
There are many trekking trails here including the 
one that leads up to Honnamati, the highest 
point of the range.

Also visit: Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary, Anshi 
National Park, Bannerghatta National Park, 
Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary, Daroji Bear 
Sanctuary, Kokkrebellur Pelicanry & 
Mandagadde Bird Sanctuary.

Hampi (G8)
Hampi was the magnificent capital of the mighty 
Vijayanagara Empire. A city with opulent palaces, 
marvellous temples, massive fortifications, 
baths, markets, aqueducts, pavilions and 
elegantly carved pillars, it is also the city where 
merchants traded diamonds, pearls, fine silks, 
brocades and horses. A visit to Hampi is a sojourn 
into the past. Though it lies in ruins today, one 
can experience rich architecture at this UNESCO 
World Heritage Site.

Pattadakal (E7)
With its beautifully chiselled temples, this is 
another UNESCO World Heritage Site on the 
banks of the Malaprabha river. It bears testimony 
to the richness of Chalukyan architecture. Worth 
visiting are the 8th century temples of 
Jambulinga, Kadasiddeshvara and Galaganatha 
with their curvilinear shikaras or spires. The 
ornate Papanatha Temple is yet another 
impressive piece of architecture, with delicately 
chiselled ceilings and a 16-pillared main hall.

Mysuru (G16)
Known for its magnificent palaces, majestic 
buildings, sprawling gardens and tree-lined 
boulevards, shimmering silks and sandalwood, 
this 'City Royale' always figures in the tourist's 
itinerary. It conjures up visions and memories of 
the resplendent glory of the illustrious Wadiyar 
kings. This former State capital is a seamless 
blend of old-world charm and modernity. It 
retains its tradition in music and dance, art and 
literature, and time-honoured crafts.

Aihole (E6)
Acclaimed as the cradle of Hindu temple 
architecture, Aihole is an idyllic village on the 
banks of the river Malaprabha. Among hundreds 
of temples, the most impressive one is the Durga 
Temple with its semicircular apse, elevated plinth 
and the gallery encircling the sanctum.

Badami (E7)
Badami is located in a picturesque ravine 
between two rocky hills. The many exquisite 
sculptures and rust red sandstone cliffs found 
here tell many a tale of yore.  Climb a flight of 
steps to reach the four ancient rock-cut caves 
replete with carved pillars and bracket figures. 
An  18-armed Nataraja striking 81 dance poses 
will welcome you in the first cave. The largest of 
these caves is the third cave, dedicated to Lord 
Vishnu. Below the caves is the Agastya Theertha 
Tank, its banks dotted with a cluster of 
Bhoothanatha temples.

Vijayapura (E5)
The one-time capital of the Adil Shahi kings 
(1489-1686) is dotted with mosques, ausoleums, 
palaces, fortifications, watchtowers and strong 
gateways. Among these stands the Gol Gumbaz, 
which houses the world's second largest dome, 
unsupported by pillars. This unique structure 
even houses the amazing Whispering Gallery, 
which distinctly echoes even the faintest of 
whispers eleven times.

Basava Kalyana (H2)
Basava Kalyan is known as the Karmabhoomi of 
Basavanna, the revered 12th century religious 

reformer. It is located about 80 km away from 
Bidar. The capital city of the Chalukyas of Kalyan, 
a fort, museum, and palaces connected with the 
Sharana movement are the major attractions 
here.

Srirangapatna (G15)
Island fortress of the legendary warrior king Tipu 
Sultan, Srirangapatna has Tipu's mosque with its 
twin minarets, the celebrated Ranganatha 
Swamy Temple, Tipu's Summer Palace, the 
Wellesley Bridge and the dungeons where British 
officers were once imprisoned.

Bidar (I2)
Catch a glimpse of Karnataka's richly textured 
history in the rugged 15th century Bidar Fort. 
Surrounded by a triple-moated wall hewn out of 
red rock, with intricate battlements and an 
imposing gateway. Take a walk through the ruins, 
which were once royal baths, kitchens, audience 
halls and pleasure pavilions. Experience the 
Rang Mahal with its elaborately carved wooden 
pillars, Persian couplets engraved in tiles and 
exquisite mother-of-pearl inlay work.

Belur, Halebeedu (F14)
Ancient capitals of the Hoysalas, Belur and 
Halebeedu are home to magnificent temples 
built by the dynasty. The star-shaped 
Chennakesava Temple, with its 3.7m image of 
Lord  Vijaya  Narayana, and other temples in the 
complex at Belur are brilliant examples of the 
sculptors’ art. The Hoysaleswara Temple at 
Halebeedu is richly carved with intricate figures.

Chitradurga Fort (G11)
Chitradurga is famed for its massive Kallina Kote 
(Stone Fort), a marvel of military architecture 

made impregnable by the Nayak Palegars. It 
boasts of 19 gateways, 38 posterior entrances, a 
palace, a mosque, granaries, oil pits, four secret 
entrances and water tanks. The Ekanatha Temple 
and Chandravalli Caves are definitely worth 
visiting. 

Kittur Chennamma Fort (C8)
Located on the Pune-Bengaluru highway, this fort 
is about 50 km from Belgaum and 32 km from 
Dharwad. The tiny town of Kittur with its 
dilapidated palace, monuments, statues and 
horse tongas (rickshaws) evoke the glories of a 
bygone era. The fort stands as testimony to the 
great freedom struggle led by Rani Chennamma.

Kalaburagi (G3)  
Originally built by Raja Gulchand, the Gulbarga 
Fort encompasses large buildings, mosques, 
temples, stables, ammunition dumps, carriages, 
15 towers, 26 guns and several beautiful 
courtyards. The 38,000 sq. ft. Juma Masjid with its 
elegant domes and arched columns, reminiscent 
of the great Spanish mosque of Cordoba is yet 
another piece-de-resistance.

Ballari Fort (H9)
Built atop the Ballari Gudda or Fort Hill, during 
Vijayanagara times by Hanumappa Nayaka, 
Hyder Ali took possession of it from the Nayakas 
in 1769. He got the fort renovated and modified 
with the help of a French engineer. Legend has it 
that the engineer was hanged, for overlooking 
the fact that the neighbouring Kumbara Gudda 
was taller than Ballari Gudda, thus compromising 
the secrecy and command of the fort. His grave 
is believed to be located near the East Gate of the 
fort, though some locals believe it to be the grave 
of a Muslim holy man. 

Jog Falls (C11)
Bear witness to nature's headlong tumble as the 
Sharavati River takes a spectacular drop of 830 
ft. in four distinct cascades to create the highest 
untiered waterfall in India. 

Shivanasamudra Falls (I16)
Discover nature's handiwork in the form of this 
tiny island-town, 65km south-east of Mysuru. 
Here the Cauvery River plummets from a height 
of 75 m into a rocky gorge with a deafening roar. 
It is also home to Asia's first hydro-electric 
project.

Irrupu Falls (F17)
Nestling beside the Nagarahole National Park, 
Irrupu Falls presents a stunning sight during the 
monsoons. The falls plunge 170 ft. in two distinct 
stages. The ceaseless music of the falls and the 
hush of the densely wooded forest make this a 
great picnic spot. 

Unchalli Falls (C11)
A 5 km trek from Heggarne, a dreamy hamlet in 
Uttara Kannada District, through dense forests 
brings you to the picturesque Unchalli Falls. The 
sound of the cataract hurtling down the hilly 
tract shatters the silence of the forests, making 
it an unforgettable sight.

Gokak Falls (C6)
65 km from Belgaum, the Ghataprabha takes a 
170ft. leap over a rocky bed. The falls gets its 
name from the Goki trees that’s abound here.

Also visit: Hebbe Falls, Abbey Falls, Kalhatti Falls, 
Magod Falls, Sathodi Falls & Lalguli Falls.

Karwar (A10)
With gentle waves, miles of golden sand, rugged 
hill ranges, thick woods and acres of emerald 
foliage, Karwar has all the makings of a perfect 

holiday destination. It also inspired the great 
Indian poet Rabindranath Tagore to pen his first 
play. 

Gokarna (B10)
This coastal town draws Hindu pilgrims, Sanskrit 
scholars and beach buffs alike. Visit Om beach, 
which is in the shape of 'Om', a spiritual symbol. 
The other beaches, wedged between gigantic 
cliffs protrude like delicate fingers into the sea.

Kaup (C13)
Situated 12 km south of Udupi, on the coastal 
belt that passes through the West Coast National 
Highway, Kaup has a lovely beach, a ruined fort 
and an old 100 ft. high lighthouse. The two 
temples of Goddess Mariamma and the Jain 
Basadis here, though in ruins, are worth visiting. 

Malpe (C13)
Malpe is an important fishing centre that 
enriches Karnataka's coastline with its fabulous 
beach. The endless stretch of golden sand, 
graciously swaying palm trees, clear blue skies 
and the gentle murmur of the sea set the perfect 
mood for an idyllic holiday. 

St. Mary's Island (B13)
6km from Malpe, the 300m long and 100m wide 
palm-fringed St. Mary's Island bears the cross 
placed by Vasco de Gama when he landed in 
1498. Famous for its unique salt rock formations 
and geological importance, it has been declared 
a National Geological Monument.

Also visit: Murudeshwara, Marawanthe, Ullal 
Beach, Suratkal Beach & Bhatkal.

The Golden Chariot
Rated by Vanity Fair as one of the top seven 
luxury train journeys in the world, The Golden 
Chariot defines luxury on wheels. The royalty of 
yesteryears is brought alive as the train traverses 
the rustic lands. Complete with premium 
facilities, including a spa, a gym, two specialty 
restaurants, well-appointed rooms and a bar, 
The Golden Chariot promises you an experience 
like no other. Add to it two special itineraries to 
take you to every must-see in Karnataka and 
South India.

Pride of the South Itinerary
Here’s a journey that showcases the timeless 
South Indian art and architecture - reassuringly 
long and across a few centuries of history.

Bengaluru - Mysuru - Kabini - Hassan - Hampi - 
Pattadakal - Badami - Goa - Bengaluru

Southern Splendour Itinerary
Delve deeper into the heady mix that is the South 
of India. Discover its awe-inspiring vibrancy and 
variety. Tour the French quarters of Puducherry, 
visit the temple Gods of Madurai and take in a 
golden sunset at Kovalam - all in one 
mesmerising journey.

Bengaluru - Chennai - Mamallapuram - 
Puducherry - Tanjavur - Trichy - Madurai - 
Kanyakumari - Thiruvananthapuram - Kovalam - 
Alappuzha - Kochi - Bengaluru

For more information, please visit 
www.goldenchariot.org

Golf 
Being one of the pioneering states to set up golf 
courses in the nation, Karnataka is no novice to 
the game. From the high life of Bengaluru and 
Mysuru to the picturesque locales of Coorg and 
Chikkamagaluru, to the calm seas of Mangaluru, 
the varied environs of the state will suit any 
golfer to the tee. It comes as no surprise why 
more than ten golf courses in Karnataka add a 
whole new edge to the game.

Health & Wellness
Karnataka holds its own as a leading wellness 
destination. Right from allopathy to alternate 
healing such as Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and 
Naturopathy, a variety of unconventional forms 
of therapy are offered around the state. Bringing 
celebrities and even royalty, Karnataka offers a 
unique wellness experience.

Shopping
With its shimmering silks, sandalwood and 
rosewood carvings, and exquisite handicrafts, 
Karnataka is a shopper's paradise. Karnataka's 
rich cultural heritage is evident in every product, 
made by skilled and dedicated artisans who are 
devoted to keeping their art alive. The world's 
best and most popular brands line Bengaluru's 
streets and its many shopping malls, offering 
fashion's latest from exotic party wear to fancy 
accessories.

Coorg (E16)
Coorg (also called Kodagu) is the land of coffee, 
cardamom and colonels, located in beautiful 
hilly settings, surrounded by the forested slopes 
of the Western Ghats. With its misty mountains, 
wooded hill slopes and picture-postcard scenery, 
Kodagu seems like a little corner of England. It is 
also the place where River Cauvery originates. 

Chikkmagaluru (E13)
Nestled in the Baba Budan Giri Hills, where 
India's first coffee seeds were planted is a calm, 
serene town full of scenic surprises with hills, 
valleys, streams and coffee plantations. Situated 
235km from Bengaluru, Chikmagalur is a trekker's 
delight due to its rugged mountain trails.

Kemmanagundi (E13)
The picturesque hill station was the summer 
retreat of the King of Mysuru. Ringed by the Baba 

Budan Giri Range, it is blessed with silver 
cascades, mountain streams and lush 
vegetation. The spectacular sunset view from the 
Raj Bhavan is a photographer's delight. 
Kemmanagundi also offers many peaks to scale 
and intricate jungle paths to explore.

Kudremukh (D13)
Kudremukh or Horse Face Range gets its name 
from the unique shape of its peak. Kudremukh is 
a trekker's paradise. This wonderland of lush 
green forests interspersed with rivers, grassy 
slopes, captivating cascades, rare orchids, caves, 
ruins and traces of old civilisations amaze you as 
you trek your way through it.

Also visit: Agumbe, Kundadri, Nandi Hills, BR Hills 
& Kodachadri.

White Water Rafting & Other Water Sports
Indulge in the thrills of white water rafting on 
some unpredictable stretches of the Kali River at 
Dandeli, an experience so far unavailable on this 
side of the Ganga. Kemphole, Sitanadi and 
Netravati are other popular destinations for 
white water enthusiasts. The azure waters of the 
Cauvery also provide for some great river rafting.
Karnataka is a haven for all kinds of water sports.
If you are looking for activities like coracling, 
canoeing, kayaking and wind surfing, visit 
Honnemaradu. For scuba diving, power sailing, 
water skiing, sailing and water sledging, Devbagh 
is the ultimate destination.

Trekking & Rock Climbing
With the vast Western Ghats stretching hundreds 
of kilometres, Karnataka is a trekker's paradise. 
Die-hard trekkers can explore the coastline on 
foot via the enchanting Golden Trek from Karwar 
to Gokarna. If you want to view the distant 

Arabian Sea, trek to Tadiyendamol, the tallest 
peak in Kodagu.
When it comes to rock climbing, Ramanagara, 
close to Bengaluru, and areas like Savanadurga, 
Tumkur, Kanakapura and Yana are where you 
should head to. Hampi, in North Karnataka, also 
presents some fine spots for rock climbing.

An all-encompassing adventure experience
With 18 properties and 5 jungle camps set in 
the heart of the jungles of Karnataka, Jungle 
Lodges and Resorts (JLR) is a unique chain of 
resorts in the country which offers wildlife 
tourism, eco-tourism, and adventure tourism. 
JLR presents an all-encompassing experience 
for adventure enthusiasts, with outdoor 
activities such as trekking, camping and white 
water rafting to name a few.

For more information, please visit 
www.junglelodges.com

Karnataka
Karnataka’s lush green forests beckon you, cool blue seas that calm you down and heritage sites that 
take you back to the ages of royal splendour and grandeur. There are hills to conquer, wilderness to 
explore, seaside retreats to indulge in - a culture that’s a celebration of everything fine in life. Karnataka 
is a vast treasure trove of indispensable feelings, a place that offers everything that anyone could ask 
for - excitement, solitude, romance, warmth, history and faith.

This map of Karnataka will help you discover the land on your own, plan itineraries and discover 
destinations that will satiate your wanderlust. Divided into 11 sections or ‘Trails’, this map offers you 
a variety of ways to discover Karnataka on your own.

This map will also show you the journey circuit of The Golden Chariot, South India's first and only 
luxury tourist train.

Karnataka Fact File
Capital :  Bengaluru
Districts : 30
Languages  : Kannada, Tulu, Konkani, Kodava and Hindi
  English is also widely spoken
Religion : Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Jainism and Buddhism
Currency : Indian Rupee
Area : 1,91,791 sq. km.
Population : 61.09 Million (2011 census)
Time : GMT + 5.30
Latitude and Longitude : 11o to 18o North, 74o to 78o East
Temperature : 10o - 40oC (dependent on location and season)
Rainy season : June - September
Airports : Bengaluru, Mangaluru, Hubballi, Belagavi, Mysuru 
  and Ballari

Travel Tips
Visas: We advise you to carry your visa for entry to India/ Karnataka on your holiday. For 
clarifications, please contact the Indian High Commission. For visa extensions, contact Office of the 
Commissioner of Police, Bengaluru. Tel: 080-2226 0707

Money: There is no limit to the amount of foreign currency that visitors can bring. However, 
declaration maybe required in case value exceeds norms prescribed in Currency Declaration Form.

Banks: Most banks are open for transaction from 10 am to 2 pm except on national holidays, second 
and fourth Saturdays. However, certain private sector banks operate till 7 pm six days a week. 
Almost all banks have 24-hour ATMs.

Credit Cards: Most hotels, restaurants and shopping centres accept major credit cards.

Drugs: Heavy penalties will be charged, including imprisonment, for possession or use of narcotic 
drugs.

Emergency Numbers: Police: 100; Fire: 101; Ambulance: 102

Badami
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White water rafting

Iruppu Falls
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Culture Trails
Experience art and culture along our Culture Trails

Sandalwood Carving
Undoubtedly one of the most exquisite arts 
associated with Karnataka, sandalwood carving 
has an illustrious thousand-year history. 
Elegantly carved and scented sandalwood 
figurines, tables, boxes, caskets, stationary and 
even furniture has found patrons around the 
world. The Gudigar families of Shimoga, Uttara 
Kannada and Mysuru specialise in this craft.

Bidriware
In the historical town of Bidar, under the rule of 
the Bahamani Sultans in the 14th century, 
originated a unique metalware - the Bidriware. 

Hookahs, goblets, plates and even bangles with 
patterns of vines are made out of an alloy of zinc, 
tin, lead and copper, inlaid with thin sheets of 
pure silver.

Channapatna Lacquerware
60 km from Bengaluru is the small town of 
Channapatna or ‘gombegala ooru’, the town of 
toys. Every day, over 3000 local craftsmen 
produce colourful lacquerware including wooden 
toys, powder boxes, napkin rings and jewellery.

Also Buy: Navalgund Dhurrie, Rosewood Carving, 
Kinhal Toys, Pottery, Silk Sarees & Metalware.

Mangaluru (C14)
Mangaloreans love rice in all forms - red grain 
rice, pancakes, rice rotti and neer dosas are 
extremely popular. Do not miss the 
mouth-watering Mangalorean seafood 
preparations, which have taken on a global 
appeal, and Patrode, a special dish prepared by 
steaming stuffed colocasia leaves.

Udupi (C13)
The ubiquitous masala dosa has its origins in 
Udupi, and a whole school of South Indian 
vegetarian cuisine takes its name from this town. 
This is 'pure' vegetarian food, sans onion or 

garlic. Adyes, ajayinas and chutneys, including 
one made of the skin of the ridge gourd, are the 
specialities of the region.

Kodagu (E16)
Kodava cuisine is very distinctive, just as the 
costumes, customs and festivals of the Kodavas. 
Pandi curry and kadumbuttu are arguably the 
most delectable dishes in the Kodava repertoire. 
The succulent koli curry, nool puttu and bembla 
curry are also worth trying. 

Also Try: Bisibelebhath, Uppittu, Puliyogare, Kori 
Rotti, Neer Dosa, Sandige & Akki Rotti.

Channapatna Lacquerware

Pattadakal Temple Complex

Handicraft Trails
Discover hidden gems on our Handicraft Trails

Culinary Trails
Set your taste buds on a trail of flavours

Sringeri

Pilgrimage Trails
Follow the trails of faith across Karnataka

Aqua Trails
Rejuvenate yourself on our Aqua Trails

Jungle/Nature Trails
Explore Karnataka’s natural wealth

Adventure Trails
Tread the trails of adventure

Heritage Trails
Follow the trails of heritage across Karnataka

Yakshagana
The ‘celestial song’ or ‘Yakshagana’ is the most 
enchanting amalgamation of dance, music and 
literature. This traditional theatre form with a 
history of over 400 years is known for its 
extemporaneous dialogue delivery, hued 
costumes and dynamic dance forms. 
Bhagavatha, the main storyteller, accompanies a 
group of musicians – ‘chande’ and ‘mavdale’, as 
they weave mythological stories.

Dollu Kunitha
The Dollu Kunita is a powerful drum dance 
accompanied by acrobatic movements, 
synchronised group formations and occasional 
screams. The shepherd community of ‘Kurubas’ 
performs the dance to honour their deity, 
Beereshwara, a form of the Hindu God Shiva.

Veeragaase
Veeragaase gets its name from the Hindu 
legendary warrior, Veerabhadra, where dancers 
narrate the story of Daksha Yajna. Dressed in 
colourful garb and traditional headgear, the 
dancers carry a wooden plaque of Veerabhadra 
in their left hand and a sword in their right. The 
dance sometimes involves a ritualistic piercing 
of a needle across the tongue.

Other Art Forms: Chowdike Mela, Puja Kunita, 
Jaggahalige Kunita, Suggi Kunita, Beesu 
Kamsale, Ummaattaattu & Krishna Parijatha.

Dasara
The town of Mysuru transforms dramatically into 
a city of lights and celebration during the Dasara 
festival, held annually to commemorate the 
victory of Goddess Chamundi over the demon 
Mahishasura.The ten-day festival culminates in 
a magnificent display of horsemanship and the 
ever-mesmerising torchlight parade.

Hampi Utsav
The ancient, mystic charm usually sported by the 
village of Hampi is traded for three days of 
dance, music and art during the Vijaya Utsav, 
bringing back the grandeur of the erstwhile 
Vijayanagara Empire. The festival is held 
annually by the State Government.

Bengaluru Karaga
This nine-day long festival is conducted by the 
Thigalar community, in the heart of Bengaluru 
city. The festival is dedicated to Shakthi Devi, 
Draupathi in her godly form. The main priest is 
dressed in female attire, complete with a large 
pyramid of flowers on the head to symbolise her. 
He leads a spectacular procession of Thigalars 
who, with swords in hand, play the mythical roles 
of the fearless soldiers of the Goddess, once 
more.

Other Festivals: Kambala, Vairamudi, 
Tula Sankramana, Huthri & Kadalekayi Parishe.

Udupi (C13)
Udupi was the sanctum of the great Sanskrit 
philosopher Madhwacharya, who established 
the Krishna Temple in the 13th century. A major 
attraction is the Paryaya festival conducted 
every two years, where officiating priests hand 
over their responsibilities to another pontiff.

Shravanabelagola (G14)
That the Mastakabhisheka, the sacred head 
anointing ceremony of Lord Gomateshwara, is 
held only once in 12 years, speaks of the 
importance tied to the event. One of the major 
Jain pilgrimages of the nation, Shravanabelagola 
sees thousands of devotees making their visit to 
the 57ft. tall statue of the Lord every year. 

St. Philomena's Cathedral, Mysuru (G16)
Krishnaraja Wadiyar IV laid the foundation for 
this imposing Roman Catholic Church in 1933. 
The stained glass windows of this Gothic 
structure depict biblical scenes. It is believed 
that a piece of bone and drapery of St. 
Philomena from Rome is preserved here.

Kollur Mookambika Temple (C12)
The village of Kollur lies 130km from Mangaluru, 
amid the green canopy of the Western Ghats. 
Here, the Mookambika Temple, one of the seven 
most sacred spots of the coastal region, is 
dedicated to the Goddess of emotional power 
and strength. Adi Shankaracharya, the great 
philosopher, is said to have visited this temple 
to perform penance.

Bylekuppe (F16)
One of the largest Tibetan settlements in South 
India, Bylekuppe is dotted with several 
monasteries; the main ones amongst these are 
the Great Gompa of Sera Jey and Sera Mey. It also 
has an enormous prayer hall. The other 
important monastery nearby is Tashi Lhunpo, 
renowned as the seat of the Panchen Lama.

Gurudwara Nanak Jhira Sahib, Bidar (I2)
Legend has it that Guru Nanak halted in Bidar, at 
a time when the area was suffering a severe 
drought. The Muslim saints requested him to 
invoke the blessings of the divine in order to 
obtain water. The crystal clear stream that still 
flows out of a rock near the Gurudwara is 
believed to be God's answer to the Guru's 
prayers. Every year, thousands of Sikhs from 
across the country visit the Nanak Jhira 
Gurudwara.

Khwaja Bande Nawaz Dargah, 
Gulbarga (G3)
The tomb of the great Sufi saint Khwaja Bande 
Nawaz is a magnificent building in Indo- 
Saracenic style. It is the venue of an annual urus 
(festival) attended by nearly 100,000 people, 
both Muslims and Hindus.

Also Visit: ISKCON Temple, Nanjangud, 
Moodabidri, Dharmasthala, Talacauvery, 
Shivaganga,  Sringeri, Basavakalyan, Kudala 
Sangama, Infant Jesus Church, Bengaluru & 
Madani Dargah.

Bengaluru (I14)

Bengaluru is a bustling metropolis which has elevated from being just a city to an entire world on its 
own right. Discover a cityscape melding seamlessly with history - a sprawling modern architectural 
marvel peppered with historical monuments, pubs and shopping malls interspersed with arts and 
crafts markets, technology parks and entertainment centres with cultural centres upholding the old 
world charms of yesteryears. Bengaluru is also one of Asia’s most preferred cities for healthcare 
services, with choices ranging from super speciality hospitals to traditional treatments passed on 
through generations. What truly sets the urban life in Bengaluru apart is the ways in which one can 
actually escape the hustle and bustle of the city. With beaches, hill stations, palaces and even jungle 
stays just a drive away, getaways are aplenty in and around Bengaluru at any time of the year.

Mysuru (G16)

A city that still brings forth memories of grandeur and glory, Mysuru was the capital of the eminent 
Wadiyar kings. It still continues to be a hub for great activity in education, industry and the arts. With 
its abundance of art galleries and vibrant theatre performances, Mysuru is rightly considered as the 
cultural capital of Karnataka. Dasara is one of the most important Hindu festivals in the country and 
also for the city of Mysuru as it transforms into a symbol of magnificence, adorned with lights, artistic 
performances and spectacular parades during the celebrations. During the ten-day long festivities, the 
Mysuru Palace is adorned with 98,000 light bulbs. Seamlessly melding modern day with the sensibilities 
of the yesteryears, the former state capital conjures up the visions of the former glory of the illustrious 
Wadiyar Kings, retaining its tradition and culture to this day.

Masala Dosa

Luxury Trails
Give in to opulence with our luxury trails

The Golden Chariot

Sakrebyle Elephant Camp, Shivamogga

# 49, Khanija Bhavan, IInd Floor, Race Course Road, Bengaluru - 560 001.
Tel: +91 80 2235 2828, Fax: +91 80 2235 2626.

www.karnatakatourism.org

KARNATAKA TRAILS
Map & Information

Tourist Information Centres
Department of Tourism, Bengaluru, Tel: 080-2235 2828, Regional Tourist Office, Bagalkot, Tel: 08354-235 
709, Regional Tourist Office, Belgaum, Tel: 0831-247 0879, Regional Tourist Office, Vijayapura, Tel: 08352-250 
359, Regional Tourist Office, Chamarajanagar, Tel: 08226-226 512, Regional Tourist Office, Chikmagalur, Tel: 
08262-228 493, Regional Tourist Office, Chitradurga, Tel: 08194-234 466, Regional Tourist Office, Kalaburagi, 
Tel: 08472-277 848, Regional Tourist Office, Hassan, Tel: 08172-268 862, Regional Tourist Office, Hospet, Tel: 
08394-228 537, Regional Tourist Office, Karwar, Tel: 08382-221 172, Regional Tourist Office, Kolar, Tel: 
08152-227 914, Regional Tourist Office, Madikeri, Tel: 08272-228 580, Regional Tourist Office, Mandya, Tel: 
08232-238 377, Tourist Information Office, Mangaluru, Tel: 0824-245 3926, Regional Tourist Office, Mysuru, 
Tel: 0821-242 2096, Regional Tourist Office, Shivamogga, Tel: 08182-251 444, Regional Tourist Office, Udupi, 
Tel: 0820-252 9718

Karnataka State Tourism Development Corporation (KSTDC)
Head Office - Ground Floor, BMTC Yeshwantpur TTMC (Bus Stand), Yeshwantpur Circle, Bengaluru 560 022 
Tel: +91 80 4334 4334, Mob: +91 8970650070/75, Badami House, Opp. BBMP Office, N.R. Square, Bengaluru 
560 002 Email: info@kstdc.co, Web: www.kstdc.co

KSTDC Information Counters:
City Railway Station (Bengaluru) Tel: 080-22870068, 8970650078 | Kempegowda Bus Station (Bengaluru) 
Tel: 080-22356246, 8970650075 | Kempegowda International Airport (Bengaluru) Tel: 8970650072 |  
Bannerghatta Biological Park Tel: 8970650100 | KSTDC Transport Wing, Mysuru Tel: 0821-2423652| Mysuru 
Bus Station Tel: 0821-2444997 | KSTDC Transport Wing, Hospet Tel: 08394-221008 | KSTDC Transport Wing, 
Mangalore Tel: 8970650116 | KSTDC, Chennai Tel: 044-2536 0055 | KSTDC, Goa Tel: 0832-2224110

The Golden Chariot
Ground Floor, BMTC Yeshwantpur TTMC (Bus Stand), Yeshwantpur Circle, Bengaluru 560 022
Tel: +91 80 4334 4334 Email: info@kstdc.co

Jungle Lodges and Resorts
49, Ground Floor, West Entrance, Khanija Bhavan, Race Course Road, Bengaluru 560 001, Tel: 080-4055 
4055,  Email: info@junglelogdes.com, Web: www.junglelodges.com
Distances from Bengaluru to:
Puducherry - 320 km | Chennai - 334 km | Hyderabad - 566 km | Panaji - 570 km | Thiruvananthapuram - 
761 km | Mumbai - 1033 km 

Getting There 
By Road: Kempegowda (KSRTC) Bus Stand (inter-state) is the Central Bus Stand, a 24-hour hub for buses 
plying all over South India. There are services to Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Puducherry and Goa. Bengaluru is connected to India’s major cities through the National Highways NH 4, 
NH 7 and NH 209. KSRTC Bus Stand Tel: 080-49596666, 7760990561/ 2
By Rail: Bengaluru is well connected by rail to all the major cities of India. City Railway Station is 8 km 
from MG Road. Yeshwanthpur Railway Station is 12km from MG Road.
Railway Enquiry: Helpline: 139,  080-22960014 | City Railway Station: 080-22155337, 22155324
Yeshwanthpur Railway Station: 080-23377161, 23371444
Railway Information (Tel. Nos.)
General - 139 | Banashankari - 080-26710050 | Bengaluru East - 080-25485435 | Cantonment - 
080-22268554 | Indiranagar - 080-25259192 | Koramangala - 080-25522100 | K.R. Puram - 080-2565 0308 | 
Malleshwaram - 080-23347651 | Whitefield - 080-28452248 | Yeshwantpur - 080-2337 1444 

By Air: 
Kempegowda International Airport Bengaluru is located around 40km from the City and has the distinction 
of being the first airport in India, to be constructed through a public-private partnership. It is well 
connected to all major airports in India and abroad. Bengaluru is connected to more than 18 international 
cities directly and more than 30 Indian cities by air. General Enquires 1800 425 4425,  080-6678 2425

Airlines operating to Bengaluru 
Domestic Airlines:
Air India 080-6678 5161/ 2297 8423 | Air Asia 080-47406863 | Go Air 080-4740 6091/92 | Indigo 09910383838 
Spicejet 080-4740 6801 Trujet 040-4090 4090 | Vistara 080-4740 6325
International Airlines:
Air Arabia 080-6631 0090-93 | Air Asia 080-6451 0099 | Air France 91 124 2720272 | Air India 080-6678 5161/ 
2297 8423 | Air Mauritius 080-4235 0218/ 219/ 220 | British Airways 1800 102 35922 | Cathay Pacific/ 
Dragonair 080-6678 4318 | Emirates 080-3377 3377 | Etihad Airways 1800-209-0808 | Indigo 09910383838 | 

Jet Airways 080-3989 3333 | Kuwait Airways 080-4740 6352/3/4 | Lufthansa 1800 102 5838 | Malaysia Airlines 
080-2212 2991/ 2/ 3 | Nepal Airlines 080-4204 1456/57 | Oman Air 080-4113 2900 | Qatar Airways 080-4000 
5333 | Saudia Airlines 080-4124 8459 | Silk Air 080-2286 7870/72 | Singapore Airlines 080-2286 7870/ 72 | 
SriLankan Airlines 080-4112 5204/ 06 | Tiger Airways 8006001153 | Thai Airways 080-4030 0396/ 0397

Cargo
Aero Logic 099000 34906 | Blue Dart 098809 29808 | Cathay Pacific 099161 02785 | Etihad Cargo 1800 10 
222266 | Fedex 098801 70000 | Lufthansa Cargo 080-2768 8207 | Qatar Cargo 096110 31888 | Singapore 
Airlines 080-4740 6261
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